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Métis Nation of Alberta

GOVERNANGE

The Méus Nation of Alberta (MNA), has adopted a model of governance which assumes full
responsibility for the representation of the Métis people within the province of Alberta.
Ancillary to this political representation, the MNA has also developed a strong governance
infrastructure, which provides culturally sensitive services and programs to Alberta Métis at the
regional and community level within urban and rural areas.

The MNA is the oldest of the Governing Members within the MINC. It finds its roots as far
back as 1928 where a small group of Méus in the Cold Lake area began to meet and organize.
This group, led by Charles Delorme, established L.’ Association des Métis Alberta et Les
Territories du Nor-Ouest. The political movement led to the incorporation of the Métis
Association of Alberta (now the Métis Nation of Alberta) in December of 1932 with a man -
date to mobilize Alberta’s land-less Métis. As a result of this political movement, the MNA
was successful in negotiating the Métis Betier ment Act with the province of Alberta in
November 1938, which set aside settlement areas (colonies) for Alberta’s most indigent Métis.

The Méus Association’s involvement in this historic accomplishment led to the creation of the
Federation of Méus Settlements and ultimately, Métis Settlements legislation which makes
Alberta the only province in Canada with an established Métis land base.

Overview of MNA Governance Structure

Since the 193()’s the MNA has continued to evolve to represent and advocate the interests of
Alberta’s Métis population. In its contemporary form the MNA has a democratic governance
structure which represents Métis people at the community, regional and provincial level.

Annual Assembly

The MNA Annual Assembly is the ultimate gover ning authority within the MINA. It encour-
ages participation from all MINA members, 67 Méus locals, six Regional Councils and a 14-
member Provincial Council. The MNA Annual Assembly, which is held in a different region
each veay, is the contemporary expression of the centuries-old struggle of Alberta’s Métis people
collectively striving to become a self-gover ning nation within Canada.




Métis Provincial Council

The MNA Provincial Council serves as the representative body and political voice of the Métis
people in Alberta. Consistent with the MNA by-laws and resolutions from its Annual General
Assembly, the MNA Provincial Council articulates Métis’ needs, goals and objectives.

The MNA Provincial Council also develops strategic direction and policy for dealing with gov-
ernments to achieve these objectives and participates in the design and delivery of programs and
service directed toward Métis social and economic institutions.

The MINA operates as a democratic body with province wide, “one person, one vote,” ballot
box elections for the leadership of the MINA Provincial Council once every three years.

To strike a proper balance between regional and provincial interests, the MINA Provincial
Council consists of two officers, a Provincial President and Provincial Vice President elected at
large and two officers (a Regional President and Vice President) elected form each of the six
MNA regions throughout the province.

Through an internal process, the MNA Provincial Council goes one step further and appoints
a Secretary and a Treasurer from within the ranks of the Provincial Council to complete the
requirements for a four member Executive body. Collectively these elected representatives form
the fourteen-member Provincial Council.

Regional Gouncils

To express constituent boundaries, the MINA governance structure is
divided into six regional areas. Each designated region has a regional
council that consists of a regional President and Vice-President and
representation of Métis locals from within the region.

The Regional Council assumes a host of governance functions for the
region and also provides direction, input and feedback to the R egional
President/Vice President who in turn takes regional matters forward to
the MNA Provincial Council.

Métis Locals
There are currently 67 Méts locals throughout the province. Community members elect their

local leadership, which give direction to the regional council, which in turn gives direction, input
and feedback to the MNA Provincial Council.

Métis Judiciary and Council of Elders

In recent years, the MINA has moved to enhance its governance structures to meet the evolving
needs of the Métis Nation and implement governance infrastructures that embrace the Métis
Nation’s traditional self-government values.

The Méts Judiciary Council (MJC) has been established to address various internal grievances at
the individual and collective level within the MINA. The MJC provides a dispute resolution mech-
anism 1 resolve matters cncerning membership, bylaws, conflict of interest and regional bound-
aries and to establish rules and procedures on other matters that require resolution.
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