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Min is ter  for  In d ia n  Affa irs  a n d  North ern  Developm en t,  
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Bein g a t  Fra n ce's  J u n o Bea ch  on  Rem em bra n ce Da y 2009  wa s  

n oth in g like th e Allied  a s s a u lt  on  J u n o Bea ch  of 1944 . On  th is  da y, 

th e su n  wa s  s h in in g, th e su rf a n d  th e sea gu lls  were th e on ly n ois es  

a t  th e wa ter 's  edge, a n d  th e welcom e m a t  wa s  ou t  for  a n y a n d  a ll 

Ca n a d ia n s . Th e 1944 rea lity wa s  a ppa ren t ly clos er  to th e open in g 

s cen e from  th e m ovie S aving Priva te Ry an . Vetera n s  don 't  like to 

wa tch  th a t  m ovie. 

 

Th e ten  or  s o vetera n s  I wa s  with  on  Novem ber  11 th  were Métis , th ere a s  gu es ts  of th e 

Métis  Na t ion a l Cou n cil. We were a t  J u n o Bea ch  to u n veil a  t r ibu te to th e th ou s a n ds  of 

Métis  wh o h a d  volu n teered , fou gh t a n d  p rou d ly s erved  a lon gs ide oth er  Can a d ian s  in  

th e wa r .  Of cou rs e, we were a lso th ere to rem em ber  a n d  h on ou r  th e m a n y, m a n y 

s old iers  (a n d  in  th e ca s e of th e vetera n s , fr ien ds  a n d  cou n trym en ) wh o n ever  retu rn ed 

to Ca n a da , bu t  lay ben ea t h  Fren ch  s oil in  im m a cu la tely-kep t  gra ves ites , row on  row.  

 

It  wa s  m y firs t  vis it  to J u n o. We d rove ou t  from  Pa ris  on  Rem em bra n ce Day m orn in g, 

s toppin g firs t  to la y a  wrea th  a t  th e Bret teville -su r  La ize Ca n ad ia n  Wa r Cem etery, 

wh ere 2 ,793  Ca n a d ian  sold iers  lie bu r ied . We were es corted  a rou n d th e s ite by on e of 

th e loca l m a yors , wh o s poke reveren tly of Can a da 's  s a cr ifice s om e 65  yea rs  ago. "Look 

a t  th eir  a ges ", h e kep t s a yin g, a s  we looked  a t  th e tom bs ton es .  "So you n g. So you n g". 

We s topped  by on e gra ve m a r ker  th a t  th e m a yor  s in gled  ou t . It  s h owed th e a ge a s  16  

yea rs  old . "He wa s  actu a lly on ly 15  yea rs  a n d  9  m on th s  old", s a id  th e m ayor , wh o 

s eem ed  to kn ow every deta il of Ca n a da 's  s a cr ifice. "He lied  a bou t  h is  a ge to join  u p . He 

wa s  th e you n ges t  Allied  s old ie r  k illed".  

 

We left  th e cem etery a n d  join ed  th e vetera n s  for  lu n ch  a t  a  J u n o Bea ch  res ta u ra n t. 

Th ere wa s  lots  of la u gh ter  a n d  tea rs  too a s  th e em otion a l rollercoa s ter  con tin u ed  for 

u s  a ll. Th e vetera n  s it t in g a cros s  from  m e h a d  join ed  th e s ervice a t  14  ye a rs  old , a n d  

wa s  on ly 19  wh en  h e s torm ed  a sh ore. I s a t  bes ide "Fra n cis ", wh o wa s  d res sed  in  h is  

or igin a l WWII u n iform . Ca p tu red  s h ort ly a fter  la n d in g, h e s pen t  th e n ext  11  m on th s  a s  

a  POW. "It  wa s  h orr ib le", h e s a id , "bu t  it 's  down  a t  th e bea ch  wh ere I h a ve th e wors t  

m em ories . I don 't  like to go to th e bea ch . It  b r in gs  ba ck  th e n igh tm a res ".  

 

After  lu n ch  we h a d  t im e to s top  a t  th e Ben y-su r-Mer Ca n a d ian  Wa r Cem etery wh ere 

a n oth er  2 ,049  sold iers  a re bu r ied . More loca l m a yors  were wa it in g to sh ow u s  a rou n d , 

a n d  a  police es cort  wa s  th ere, too. Deep  res pect  for  Ca n a da  was  eviden t  everywh ere. 

My As s is ta n t  Depu ty Min is ter  Fred  Ca ron  wa s  with  m e (h e is  s t ill in volved  in  th e 

m ilita ry a s  a  Hon ou ra ry Colon el with  th e Ca n a d ia n  Gren a d ier  Gu a rds , a n d  h e wa s  in  

fu ll d res s  u n iform ) a s  we la id  a n oth er  wrea th  a t  th e m em oria l. Wh ile I s ea rch ed  ou t 

a n d  pa id  t r ibu te to th e s old iers  from  Ch illiwa ck  bu ried  th ere, Colon el Ca ron  wa n dered  

off from  th e delega tion  to lay wrea th s  a t  th e tom bs ton es  of s evera l m em bers  from  h is  

own  Regim en t .  He a ls o s topped , I n oticed , to s a lu te th e gra ves  wh ere b ra ve 

Gren a diers  were in terred ; on e sold ier  h on ou rin g a n oth er .   



 

Ba ck  to th e bea ch  we wen t wh ere th e cerem on ies  wou ld  took  p la ce on ly 100  m eters  or 

s o from  th e h igh  t ide m a rk . By n ow th ere were 7 -8  m a yors  in  a t ten dan ce, a  

rep res en ta tive of th e Fren ch  govern m en t , ou r  own  Am ba s s a dor , with  m a n y loca ls  a n d  

vis itors  in  th e crowd . On e of th e vetera n s - h is  h a n ds  sh a k in g bu t  h is  voice s t ron g- 

clos ed  th e s peech es  by rea d in g ou t  th e fa m ou s , 'th ey s h a ll n ot gr ow old  a s  we grow 

old ........we will rem em ber  th em ". Dozen s  of wrea th s  a n d  flower  s p ra ys  were la id . Th e 

vetera n s , th e Métis , an d  th e Fren ch  cer ta in ly rem em ber  a s  d id  th e en t ire crowd .  

 

We cu t  th e r ibbon  on  a  Métis  exh ib it  in  th e J u n o Cen ter , th en  Deb  a n d  I took  a  

m om en t  to fin d  h er  Un cle Merle's  n a m e on  th e m em oria l p la qu es  ou ts ide. Merle h a d  

s u rvived  la n d in g on  th e bea ch , bu t  h ad  been  ser iou s ly in ju red  ta k in g ou t  a  

m a ch in egu n  n es t  in  th e days  th a t  followed .  He lived , bu t on ly on e of h is  a rm s  was  

ever  fu n ction a l, th e m a ch in egu n  bu llet  h avin g s m a s h ed  h is  oth er  elbow beyon d  repa ir .  

He en joyed  a  good  lon g life ba ck  in  Ca n a da , a n d  I rem em ber  h im  a s  a  ch eerfu l a n d  

pos it ive m a n . He d idn 't  ta lk  a bou t  th e wa r  a  lot .  

 

Ou r  fin a l vis it  th a t  day wa s  with  th e m a yor  o f Ca en , th e loca l town - a bou t  Ch illiwa ck 's  

s ize- th a t  wa s  ba s ica lly ob litera ted  du rin g th e wa r . By n ow it  wa s  la te in  th e da y, bu t 

th e m a yor  s tayed  a n d  wa ited  in  order  to s h ow u s  a rou n d  on e of th e few bu ild in gs  th a t  

s u rvived  th e wa r , a  form er  m on a s tery th a t  wa s  n ow h is  city h a ll.  

 

Th e m ayor  wa s  a  gra ciou s  h os t , a n d  m a de su re ou r  delega t ion  u n ders tood  th e 

gra t itu de h is  cou n trym en  felt  towa rds  Can a da . Aga in , it  wa s  h u m blin g to th in k  th a t  

65  yea rs  a fter  th e wa r , ou r  vetera n s  were s t ill bein g revered . In  th e C ou n cil ch a m bers  

a t  Ca en , a  Ca n a d ia n  fla g flies  bes ide Fra n ce's  fla g. Th ey h a ven 't  forgot ten  th e s a crifice 

of th e th ou s a n ds  of s old iers  wh o libera ted  th eir  city.  

 

Th e t r ip  to J u n o was  th e firs t  t im e s in ce I wa s  elected  in  1993  th a t  I m is s ed  

Rem em bra n ce Da y cerem on ies  in  m y own  electora l d is t rict . Pa r t  of m e wa s  worr ied  

th a t  by lea vin g m y own  rid in g on  th a t  day, I wou ldn 't  be th ere to pay t r ibu te to ou r 

loca l vetera n s . In  ret ros pect , for  th is  on e da y, bein g overs ea s  with  ou r  vetera n s  to 

h on ou r  th em  a t  th e s cen e of th eir  s a crifice wa s  th e righ t  th in g to do. To s a y th e lea s t , 

it  m a de a  la s t in g im pres s ion  on  m e. 

  

God  willin g, n ext  yea r  I will h on ou r  ou r  vetera n s  on  Rem em bra n ce Day a t  a  loca l 

cen ota ph . An d  wh en  I do, I’ll rem em ber th e vetera n s  I m et in  Fra n ce a n d  th e 

com m itm en t  of th e Fren ch  peop le to n ever  forget  th eir  s a crifice. For  m e th e 

s ign ifica n ce of th e cerem on y will be a  lit t le grea ter  a n d  m y em otion s  th a t  m u ch  clos er 

to th e su rfa ce.  

 

"At  th e goin g down  of th e s u n  a n d  in  th e m orn in g, we will rem em ber  th em ." 

  

 


